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claims, with more becoming modesty; especially, as it would, in our opinion, 
have advanced his pretensions. Tor, at this day, it is much to say, that, ** the 
classification of the subjects is more natural, and, in my opinion, more scien* 
tific, than that of any other writer.”— Preface: This is a blot, that we trust the 
good sense of the author will expunge in the next edition of his truly interest¬ 
ing little work. There are, perhaps, other egotisms that we might find fault 
with, did we not feel it would be wrong to be fastidious, where we have so much 
to commend. 


XXIH. Bulletin Universel des Sciences ct de VIndustrie, Public sous les Auspices de 
Monseigneur le Dauphin. Par la Societe pour la Propagation des connais- 
sances Scientifiqucs et Industriels, et sous la Direction de SI. le Baron de 
Fehussac. 8vo. Paris, 1829. 

The most extensive and laudable enterprise ever undertaken for the purpose 
of establishing a regular and periodical communication between those engaged 
in the pursuit of science, literature, and the arts, in every part of the world, 
is unquestionably the publication of Baron Ferussac, which was commenced in 

1823, under the title of “ Bulletin General et Universel des Annonces et des 
Nouvelles Scientifiqucs.” It was proposed to embody in this journal a con¬ 
densed view of all the facts, observations, discoveries, works, memoirs, and 
writings published in every part of the w r orld; and a number, containing about 
one hundred and seventy pages, was published every month, forming during 
the first year four volumes. The decided approbation which tills enterprize re¬ 
ceived, and the support that was accorded to it by learned societies, and indi¬ 
viduals, in every country, induced the projector and conductor subsequently to 
enlarge very materially its plan, and to change its name. Accordingly, in January, 

1824, it appeared under the name of Bulletin Universel des Sciences ct de VIn¬ 
dustrie; and was divided into eight sections; the 1st devoted to the Mathema¬ 
tical and Physical Sciences and Chemistry; the 2d to Natural History and Geo¬ 
logy; the 3d to the Medical Sciences; the 4th to Agriculture, Horticulture, 
Fishing, and Hunting; the 5th to Technology; the 6th to Geography, Statistics, 
Political Economy, and Voyages and Travels; the 7th to History, Antiquities, 
and Philology; and the 8th to the Art of War. Each of these sections is pub¬ 
lished separately, a very great advantage, the student being thus enabled to 
restrict his subscription to those sections which relate to the subjects most in¬ 
teresting to him. 

Among the first objects that engaged the attention of the projectors of the 
Bulletin Universel, as the necessary foundation of their undertaking, was to 
make arrangements to receive regularly all the periodical publications relating 
to the sciences and arts, the memoirs of all the learned societies, Ecc. and so 
successful were their exertions, that in a few years they found themselves in 
the receipt of nearly seven hundred different periodical publications—the most 
complete and extensive collection of the kind ever formed. 

The immense amount of the materials thus collected, the fresh impulse which 
the general cultivation of the arts and sciences are daily acquiring, and the con¬ 
viction of the importance, that those engaged in the pursuit of science should 
receive regularly, through means of a suitable publication, information of all 
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the discoveries and views that may tend to accelerate their progress, rendered 
it necessary that the Bulletin should be still further enlarged; and to render it 
as complete and permanent as possible, a society was formed for its support, 
tinder the title of “ La Sod£t6 pour la Propagation des Connaissances Sdenli- 
fiques et Industrielles .” 

This society received at once the sanction of the protection of the king of 
France, was placed under the patronage of the heir apparent of the throne, and 
nothing appears to have been omitted that could give eclat or permanency to 
the undertaking, or extend its usefulness. Since the commencement of1829, the 
Bulletin has been published by this society; and now collecting every month, 
the isolated facts and documents into the eight repertories that form the Bul¬ 
letin Universel, it diffuses in various countries its collected information, and dis¬ 
seminates at all points the lights of general knowledge. 

Each of the sections is placed under the particular superintendance of a prin¬ 
cipal editor, who receives the support of a number of collaborators, among 
whom we find the names of some of the most distinguished men in Europe. 

The only one of the sections with which we have any thing at present to do, 
is the third, or the Bulletin des Sciences Mtdicales. The principal editor of 
this section is Dr. Defermon, and we find among his coadjutors MM. Andral, 
Begin, Boisscau, Bourgery, Breschet, Cuvier, Desgenettes, Desmarets, Desru- 
elles, Gendrin, Lurotb, Magendic, Boston, Velpeau, and a host of other not less 
distinguished names. 

We have before us the number of this section for July last,.which contains 
under the hea d s of analomte, physiologic, midedne, chirurgie, ophthalmologie, the - 
rapeutique, mattere mtdicale etpharmade, art vttirinaxre, and melanges, a notice 
of the principal works that have been published in these departments, and the 
most important facts that they contain; minutes of the meetings of the Royal 
Academy of Medicine, &c. 

"We have constantly enriched our periscope with extracts from this work, and 
we shall continue to furnish our reader with information from the same source. 

It is almost unnecessary to remark how important it is that all public libraries 
and colleges should possess the Bulletin Universel, furnishing as it does, a de¬ 
scription and amount of information no where else to be met with in the same 
space, or at so small an expense. The subscription for the whole Bulletin, in 
Paris, is fifty-two dollars per annum—for the medical section, eight dollars and 
a half. 


XXIV. & Practice of Physic, comprising most of the Diseases riot treated of in 
“Diseases of Females” and “Diseases of Children .” By William P.Dewxzs, 
M. D. Adjunct Professor of Midwifery in the University of Pennsylvania, 
Member of the American Philosophical Society, Member of the Philadelphia 
Medical Society, Btc. Carey 8t Lea, Philadelphia, 1830, Vols. n. 8vo. 
pp. 833. 

The works to which a large majority of the profession in this country have 
been restricted for information in practical medicine, are those of Cullen, Tho¬ 
mas, Gregory, and Good. That these are fallacious, and often dangerous guides, 
is perhaps generally admitted; and if they have been consulted and followedby 



